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From General Butter
Head Qrs. Aug. 8ft, 1864. 2.30 P.M.
Capt. G. V. Fox, Asst. Secretary of Navy
RICHMOND papers this morning say that Farragut's fleet, seventeen vessels, passed Fort Morgan on the 5th instant. Ram "Tennessee" was sunk, Admiral Buchanan captured, enemy's fleet is approaching the city. Please duplicate to Sec. of War and Gen. Grant.             BENJ R BTJTLER
From General Suiter
Head Quarters, Dept. of Va. & N. Carolina, in the Field, Aug. 8th, 1864
C. A. DANA Esq. Asst. Secy, of War
RBFBRBING you to my report in regard to the armed Flotilla of this Department, to which I wish to call your attention as a part of this note, I beg leave to ask that you will get for us two more light-draft boats.
Mr. Norman Wiard, of New York, I am informed, has two now ready of the pattern of the "Foster," "Burnside," "Reno," and "Parke." These carry 500 men with three-feet draft. The workmanship of these boats was not quite satisfactory, but I believe Mr. Wiard has made the last better, avoiding errors pointed out by experience. Certain it is that upon ascertaining defects in the "Foster," even after the boats had been accepted and paid for by the Government, Mr. Wiard altered the "Foster" at his own expense, to a large amount, as he said, to vindicate his own reputation as a mechanic, and she is now in good order running with us.
If Mr. Wiard's boats are in condition for service, I wish they might be sent here as soon as possible, as we shall need them for an expedition which is to be sent out under the direction of the Lieutenant General Commanding,
I was much prejudiced against this class of boats originally, but their service has shown their utility. Respectfully,
Your obedient servant, (BENJ. F. BUTLER)
From W. P. Webster to General Butter
Office of Provost Judge, Dept. of Va. and N. Car. NOKFOLK, VA., Aug. 8th, 1864
DEAR GEN'L. : I received yours of to-day, and will mark the suggestions. I wish that I had known your wishes earlier, although I fear that you have in your mind particular cases.